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STATE 
OF 
MONTANA 


ATTORNEY GENERAL 
MIKE GREELY 


JUSTICE BUILDING, 215 N. SANDERS, HELENA, MONTANA 59620 
TELEPHONE (406) 444-2026 


7 March 1985 


Dear Fellow Montanans: 


In 1984 Montana experienced a substantial decrease in 
traffic fatalities. In fact, traffic accidents claimed 
the lowest number of Montanans in more than 20 years. 
This reduction shows that the intensified efforts of the 
Montana Department of Justice and your Highway Patrol 
have not been in vain. 


Despite an increase in total accidents, we managed to 
reduce drunk driving. This reduction, together with 
good management and improved training in the Highway 
Patrol, contributed to saving lives. Our small force of 
Highway Patrol officers performs at a level of 
competence and efficiency that makes us all proud. To 
maintain this level of performance, however, we need 
more officers to keep up with increases in population 
and traffic. 


Your Highway Patrol has not been solely responsible for 
progress in safe driving. Local law enforcement 
together with statewide and local groups have joined the 
cause to promote good driving habits and _ safety 
awareness. The public has shown a tremendous response 
to these efforts. With your continued support, we can 
reduce death and destruction on our highways. We need 
your help with this important endeavor. 


With best wishes, I am 


Very truly yours, 


MIKE GREELY 
Attorney General 
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Department of Justice 


MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL 


303 N. Roberts, Helena, Montana 59620 (406) 449-3000 


Honorable Mike Greely 
Attorney General 
Justice Building 

215 North Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620 


Dear Sir: 


To you and the citizens of Montana, I respectfully submit this 
1984 report of accident analysis. 


In 1984 we made great strides in our attempts to reduce the 
death and destruction on our highways by the drinking driver. 
Our efforts have reduced in number the drinking drivers in 

fatal accidents and resulting deaths. We reduced our death toll 
to the lowest figure since 1963. We accomplished this feat in 

a time of increased travel and an improving, active economy. 


The year 1984, however, was not totally free of negative re- 
ports. Total accidents increased slightly and we lost a high- 
er number of our prime resource--our teenaged citizens. Al- 
though these increases marred a very productive year, we still 
made important gains. While traffic increased 1.7%, our total 
accidents increased only .6%. Although more teenagers died in 
accidents, a smaller percentage died in alcohol-related acci- 
dents. These statistics show that we still have a problem with 
alcohol and accidents, but we are making progress. 


Our improved training and continuing public safety programs are 
showing a profound positive effect. These programs, along with 
an improved communications system, will assist the Highway Pa- 
trol in coping with traffic and accidents. 


As we enter our 50th year of service, the Highway Patrol Di- 
vision will maximize its efforts to meet the demands placed 
upon it. Your continued support and guidance will enable us to 
give our best to Montana. 


Sincerely, 


COLONEL R. W. LANDON 
Chief Administrator 
Montana Highway Patrol 
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* 238 FATALITIES 
* 9,361 Injuries 
* 18,779 ACCIDENTS REPORTED 


* $138 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS 
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ONE FATALITY EVERY 36.8 HOURS 
ONE INJURY EVERY 56.1 MINUTES 
ONE ACCIDENT EVERY 27.9 MINUTES 


$380,422.43 LOSS EVERY DAY 


; DEATHS 
INJURIES 
| 238 
9361 


DOWN 16.82 UP eZ 


MOTOR VEH. 
MILES (Est. ) 


URS L724 


DEATH RATE 


DOWN 17.52 


DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 
. ol accidents 
. 26 injured persons 

MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


... between 3 and 4 p.m. than 
any other hour of the day. 


. on Friday than any other 
day of the week. 


... in December than any other 
month of the year. 


MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 
... between 6 & 7 p.m. and 9 & 10 
p.em. than any other time of 


day. 


+». on Saturday than any other 
day of the week. 


-.. in July than any other 
month of the year. 


YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 


1 January 1984 - 31 December 1984 


Reportable Accidents: 


($250 damage/death or injury) Drivers Invloved: 
Interstate Highway 1,438 Male 19,079 
U.S. Highway 4,478 Female 9,820 
State Highway 6,005 Not Stated 3 
County Roads 2,558 
Local Streets 4,300 Total 28,902 
Total 18,779 Accidents Investigated: 
Deaths Resulting 238 Highway Patrol 8,946 
Injuries (non-fatal) 9,361 Other Agencies 9,833 
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Month Accidents Fatal shales Non-fatal Estimated 

ss Reported Accidents Deaths Injuries Economic Loss 
Jan. 1,786 14 23 629 $ 10,765,000 
Feb. 1,206 11 2 571 8,010,830 
Mar. 1,302 24 26 646 11,144,490 
Apr. 1,224 7 17 676 9,900,970 
May 15335 13 14 725 9,545,790 
June peal 16 17 888 12,429,020 
July 1,560 26 30 1064 16,959, 230 
Aug. eS) 22 29 947 15,691 5178 
Sept. 1,497 Us) ah 763 11,908,930 
Oct. 1,766 21 24 782 12,377,325 
Nov. 1,710 16 20 832 11,719,350 
Dec. 2,283 5 5 789 8,401,930 


TOTAL 13,779 204 238 9,361 $138,854,190 
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Month 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 Total 
Jan 10 12 12 10 20 13 32 22 20 23 174 
Feb. 14 22 17 16 19 19 20 3 21 12 163** 
March 12 20 28 11 22 21 18 15 18 26 191 
April 18 ll us 28 19 26 23 26 16 iN 203 
May 31 26 20 42 31 31 28 21 22 14 266 
June 35 24 28 28 38 41 27 Z3 26 17 285 
July 27 43 48 42 34 36 44 32 30 30 366 
Aug. 39 37 44 27 28 39 43 33 Dil 29 370* 
Sept. 24 25 18 31 36 23 21 24 35 21 258 
Gers oT a2 41 13 34 24 31 20 15 24 271 
Nov. 30 22 18 16 28 Zo 31 22 21 20 237 
Dec. ZS 26 Pay " 23 23 20 13 ll 5 178 
TOTALS 298 300 320 271 Sev 325 338 254 286 238 296252" 

* Highest month over 10 year period 

aad Lowest month over 10 year period 

wa Total persons killed over 10 year period 


Month 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
OCE- 
Nov. 


Dec. 


TOTAL 


DRIVERS 


Killed HBD 


10 


154 


S) 


6 


FA. 


PASSENGERS 


Killed HBD Killed HBD 


HBD - had been drinking 


43% 


of 
of 
of 
of 


FATALITIES AND DRINKING 


MON vA NEA 


12 il 
al 0 
a 2 
6 5 
4 2 
4 3 

10 3 
8 4 
8 il 
9 4 
7 2 
0 0 

73 27 


1984 


PEDESTRIANS 


2 


al 


10 


il 
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BICYCLISTS 


TOTAL 


Killed HBD Killed 


0 


0 


(.05%3 blood alcohol or more) 


drivers killed had been drinking 
passengers killed had been drinking 
pedestrians killed had been drinking 


all persons killed had been drinking 


0 


0 


25 


12 


26 


I7/ 


14 


de; 


30 


2 


Pal 


24 


238 


HBD 
7 
Zi 
9 


Ital 


1.03 


Total for Month: 
Total for Year: 2 


Total for Month: 
Total for Year: 78 


Total for Month: 30 
Total for Year: 139 


OCTOBER 


Total for Month: 24 
Total for Year: 213 


PA DyAyiagl T LY CALENDAR 


T5584 


Total for Month: 


Total for Year: 35 Total for Month: 26 


Total for Year: 61 


Total for Month: 7 


Total for Month: 14 
Total for Year: 109 


Total for Year: 92 


AUGUST SEPTEMBER 


Total for Month: 29 
Total for Year: 168 


Total for Month: 21 
Total for Year: 189 


NOVEMBER 


Total for Month: 5 
Total for Year: 238 


Total for Month: 20 
Total for Year: 233 
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1984 HOLIDAY PERIODS 


Number 
Holiday of Hours 
Memorial Day 78 
3 DEATHS 
Independence Day 30 
4 DEATHS 
Labor Day 78 
4 DEATHS 
Thanksgiving 102 
4 DEATHS 
Christmas 102 
2 DEATHS 
New Year's 102 
1 DEATH 
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TRUCK/TRU CER—227 C102 \ ASSES DENTS 


* 


Interstate 


U.S. Route 


State Route 


County Roads 


1656 Accidents in volving 1736 Solo and Combination Units 
These accidents involved 2505 drivers of Motor Vehicles 
32 of these Accidents involved fatal injuries 


46 Persons were killed * 755 Persons were injured 


ACCIDENTS BY TRAFFICWAY 


Total 
City Streets 
Fatal | 0.0% 


Had Been Drinking 


Reckless 


ACCIDENTS BY DRIVER RELATED FACTORS 


Speed for Conditions 


Careless 
Fail Yield R.O.W. 
Other Violation 


No Violation 


This study includes only those trucks or truck-tractor combinations 


over 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight and excludes buses. 
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